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We believe:
That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life;
That the brotherhood of men transcends the sovereignty of nations;
That economic justice can best be won
by free men through free enterprise;
That government should be of laws rather than of men;
That Earth’s great treasure lies on human personality;
And that service to humanity is the best work of life.
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Message
MALACAÑAN PALACE
MANILA

Our farmers have always been our source of sustenance since time immemorial.

My warmest greetings to the participant, partners, finalist, and awardees of The
Outstanding Farmers of the Philippines, organized by Junior Chamber International
Philippines and Universal Harvester Inc.

They till the land and work the fields, harvest the farmlands and the seas, provide us
with crops, produce, meat, milk and everything else we need to experience a bountiful
existence.

This era of daylight is marked by our commitment to integrity and excellence –
vital elements in our agenda of inclusive growth. Our path towards lasting stability
is made wider and more navigable as more Filipinos respond to our mission of
restoring decency, honesty, and trust in our society. Our farmers, who are part of
our nation’s lifeblood, are among those who have eagerly provided the scaffolding
for our country’s rejuvenation. Your contributions to our agricultural institutions help
us realize our goal of sustainable development; may this event inspire you even
more towards improving the Philippine landscape, and in sowing the seeds of
progress for future generations.

More than anything, they deserve to be thanked and acknowledged. Through TOFARM
we wish to recognize our farmers for their gifts and contributions to our country and to
us, individually.

May your example of industry and determination encourage other young individuals
to follow your example and act in solidarity with the rest of our people. We look
forward to seeing you take greater steps on your journey, as we join you in cultivating
a culture of excellence.

Congratulations to all the winners. Mabuhay ang magsasakang Pilipino!

This Search and Awards for The Outstanding Farmers of the Philippines is one small way
by which we can let our farmers know that we appreciate what they do.
We hope that through TOFARM we can inspire more farmers to be proud of their
accomplishments so that more will strive even harder to be better than they already are.

MILAGROS ONG-HOW
Universal Harvester, Inc.

BENIGNO S. AQUINO III
President - Republic of the Philippines
On the occasion of the presentation of The Outstanding Farmers of the Year Award
for 2012, the JCI Philippines extends its warmest congratulations to the winners. I
salute them not only for their outstanding achievements in their particular fields but
also for their untiring contribution to the agricultural development of our country.
Our deep appreciation to the Board of Judges, the TOFARM Executive Committee,
and our profound gratitude to the Universal Harvester, Inc. (UHI) who enable us to
make this award a reality.
The search for the Outstanding Farmers is a laudable one. It deserves the
commendation of government and private sectors. The farmers are our partners in
the quest for agricultural progress and economic stability.
As the nation picks up the pieces of a shattered economy, the farmers in their
consummate love for the land have never abandoned their fort not only for their
basic fulfillment but also for the nation’s well-being.
And as I always say… Muchisimas Gracias y Adelante JCI!

	
  

Maligayang pagbati sa mga nanalo ng TOFARM 2012!
Sa ngalan po ng lahat ng bumubuo ng TOFARM, ako po ay nagpapasalamat sa lahat ng
lumahok at tumulong sa programang ito. Isa po itong patunay na interesado at aktibo ang
pribadong sektor at pamayanan sa patuloy na pag angat ng agrikultura sa ating bansa.
Ang TOFARM ay isa lamang pong maliit na hakbang para lalo pang pasiglahin ang ating
mga magsasaka, mangingisda at tagapag-alaga ng hayop. Makaka-asa po kayo na aming
unti-unting palalaganapin sa lahat ng sektor ang pag-ibig at pagpapaunlad sa agrikultura,
lalong lao na sa kabataan, na kailangan natin makibahagi, tumulong, at pagyamanin ang
sektor na ito.
Ang sapat, sagana, at ligtas na pagkain para sa lahat ay isang senyales ng isang tunay
na matatag na bansa. Sa patuloy na sipag at tiyaga ng ating mga magsasaka tayo’y
makakasiguro na tayong lahat ay makakabili ng murang maihahain sa ating mga hapag
kainan. Ang tagumpay ng agrikultura ay siya rin ika-aasenso nating lahat.
Kaya samahan nyo po kaming muli sa mga susunod na taon, upang ipagpatuloy ang
layunin ng TOFARM at ipagmalaki sa lahat na tunay na “OUTSTANDING” and Pilipinong
magsasaka!

Randolf Ivan A. Ruste
National President
JCI Philippines

Tandaan po ang aming mensahe, “Magsasaka ây nag sakripisyo, kaya’t pagkain ay
sagrado. Tangkilikin ang sariling atin, bumili ng produktong Pilipino!”
Rommel Magaling Cunanan
TOFARM National Chairman
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History of the Junior Chamber International Philippines (Philippine Jaycees, Inc.)
Any historical account of the Jaycee movement in Asia necessarily begins with the Philippine Jaycees.
It was here that the first Jaycee chapter in Asia-the Manila Jaycees – was born on December 20, 1947. On
March 10, 1948, two delegates from the Manila Jaycees attended the 3rd World Congress of the Junior Chamber
International held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to petition for the admission of the chapter to the worldwide organization.
They came back to Manila with charter for the national chamber that was to be known as the Philippine Jaycees,
and the distinction for JC Gregorio Feliciano for being the first Filipino Vice President of Junior Chamber International.
Two circumstances may be said to paved way the way for the Jaycees’ transplantation in Asia through the Philippines:
Its historical ties with the United States, and the restlessness of its young professionals to help the country recover
from the ravages brought by the Pacific War.
From various accounts in the past, we have known how this involvement begun with the curiosity of that venerable
Artemio Vergel de Dios, still very much active in the movement to this day, who as a young man read about the U.S.
Junior Chamber of Commerce in October 1946 issue of the American Magazine PIC and for with wrote the U.S.
Jaycees to inquire how a similar organization could be established in the Philippines.
By September 12, 1947, Vergel de Dios got the cue from Bob Richards, Executive secretary of the US Jaycees,
who referred him to Bert Talbot, a former Jaycee from St. Paul, Minnesota, who was then Northwest Airlines traffic
manager in Manila. At about the same time, Talbot got a letter from Taylor Cole, then president of the Junior
Chamber International, about Vergel de Dios intention, suggesting that he and Robert Trent, then representative of
the Hawaiian Sugar Planters in Manila, meet with the Filipino.
As advised, the meeting among the three was arranged and held at the Rotary Room of the Manila Hotel on September
25, 1947 and initial plans were drawn for an organizational meeting. These were firmed up in October with a list of
60 young men to charter members, but only 17 were able to attend the organizational meeting December 20, 1947,
10 of whom were Filipinos and 7 Americans. The Filipinos, who were soon to become prominent businessman and
industrialist, were Ramon V. del Rosario, Oscar Arellano, Rafael Estrada, Fred Benitez, Gregorio Feliciano, Oliverio
Laperal, Jose Mayuga, Eugenio Puyat, Graciano Yupangco and the one who started it all, Artemio Vergel de Dios.
The Americans were John Bachman, Steve Brodie, Chuck Nelson, Stephen Stonich, Wylie Young and the two
referrals, Bert Talbot and Robert Trent.
By the time the constitution and By-Laws of the chapter, was taken up and approved on January 03, 1948, 42
members had signed up. The first board of directors elected Ramon del Rosario- President, Robert Trent-Executive
Vice President, Eugenio Puyat-Vice President for External Affairs, Jose Mayuga-Vice President for Internal Affairs,
Artemio Vergel de Dios-Secretary, Gregorio Feliciano-Treasurer and Steve Brodie-Public Relations Officer.
Having granted the charter for the national Jaycees Organization in the Philippines, the intrepid Manila Jaycees fanned
out in the provinces to organize chapters. The first to respond were the young men of BACOLOD, CABANATUAN,
CAPIZ, CAVITE, ILOILO, DAVAO, LUCENA, SAN PABLO, TACLOBAN and ZAMBOANGA. By the year end, the
number of chapters organized had reached 22.
The first national convention was held in Manila in April 1949. Following the approval of the constitution and By-laws
of the Philippine Jaycees, the first set of national officers were elected with Ramon del Rosario as President.

4

That same month, 19 Filipino Jaycees led by Del Rosario
attended the 4th JCI World Congress in Brussels. The
rather large delegation must have so impressed the
Jaycees from different countries that they voted to hold
the 5th JCI World Congress in Manila the following year.
From Brussels, the Filipino delegates broke up into five
teams for a “Sell the Philippines” campaign tour to Latin
America, Canada and the United States, with different
itineraries, the Filipino ambassadors of goodwill did
their country proud as they spoke at banquets, radio
programs, TV appearances and newspaper and
its people, in the process dispelling ignorance and
correcting misinformation then prevalent about the
fledgling republic.
At the 5th JCI World Congress held in October 1950
at the Manila Hotel, the delegates were addressed by
President Quirino and other officials of the Philippine
Government. A momentous highlight of the assembly
was the election of Ramon del Rosario as world
president of the Junior Chamber International, the
first Filipino and Asian to hold that position. In three
successive years, del Rosario earned the distinction
of chalking up three first: first president of Manila
Jaycees, and first Filipino president of JCI. Two years
later, another Filipino, Roberto Villanueva, was elected
to the same office: Other Filipino subsequently elected
JCI President were Feliciano Belmonte, Jr., Victor
Luciano and Crispin Dy, Jr.
Through the years, the Philippines Jaycees as an
organization has become a byword in civic projects
of varying scope and importance such as setting up
monuments, blood banks and puericultures centers,
exterminating rodents and harmful insects, and
campaigning for people to “get out and vote”. The
tragic death of National President Joaquin V. Gonzales
in a plane crash is memorialized by a rehabilitation
pavilion at Welfareville in Mandaluyong, Metro Manila,
set up under the auspices of the Philippine Jaycees.
Two projects of the Philippine Jaycees which have
become institutions are the “Voice of Democracy”
oratorical contest among students and the annual
search for the “Outstanding Young Men” of the
Philippines.
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Also to this great credit and to this day widely
remembered is “Operations Brotherhood”, a
humanitarian project in Vietnam and Laos whose
methodology evolved out of the “Help the Barrio”
project initiated by Cesar Climaco in Zamboanga
and later adopted nationwide by the Philippine
Jaycees, under the name “Held Juan”. The essence
of “Operation Brotherhood” was an enlarged and
more systematic application of a Multi-disciplinary
approach in helping the needy whose implementation
Oscar Arellano successfully headed.
The rise of Jayceeism in the Philippine and in Asia
paralleled the organization’s phenomenal growth
the world over. By 1952, there were 52 national
chambers. In Asia, the growth of Jayceeism was
notably brisk from that year to 1952.
In 1952, there were only 79 local chapters in Asia
of which 37 in the Philippine and 34 in Japan, with
a chapter each in Hong Kong, India, Indonesia,
Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.
By 1954, Jaycee chapters had been organized in
Burma, Ceylon, Malaysia and Pakistan. There were
nucleus organizations in Borneo and Laos which
eventually become full chambers with a total of 126
local chapters.
Today, there are 15 national Jaycee organizations
in Asia, with the addition of Bangladesh and Nepal.
Under the JCI structure, the region falls under Area
B to which Australia, New Zealand, Guam and Fuji
are included.
The other dimension of Jayceeism is the Jaycee
Senate, founded in January 1952 by JCI World
President Phil T.R. Pugsley of Canada to provide a
lifetime link with the organization for elder members
and at the same time harness them for Jaycee
extension.
Today, the Jaycee Senate International has over 43,000
members representing just a little over one percent
of the three million people who have been Jaycee.
This is so because a JCI Senatorship, lifetime title, is
selectively for outstanding performance by a Jaycees
whether on the local, national or international level.
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Board of Judges
As a senator, Ramon Magsaysay, Jr. initiated the
Young Farmers Program, Iskolar ni Magsaysay,
JOBS Career Expo and trade exposition programs.
He formed a dairy company that is a model farm for
small enterprises and have employed out-of-school
youths, and farmers. He is also the director/trustee
of academic communities and training institutions. In
August 2011, he was appointed by the President as
Chairman of the UCPB-CIIF Oil Mills Group, to help
Filipino coconut farmers.

Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr.
Chairman of the Board

About Universal Harvester, Inc.
Universal Harvester Incorporated uses state-of-theart technology, as it engages in direct manufacturing,
local distribution, importation and exportation of quality
fertilizers such as, Muriate of Potash (MOP), Sulphate
of Potash (SOP), Hydrochloric Acid (HCl) and Sodium
Hypochlorite (NaOCl). Established in 2003, UHI has
already proven its strength and continues to grow with
a promising future.
Mission
• To safeguard the interest and welfare of our primary
consumers (the farmers) by offering the best quality
fertilizers at the most reasonable cost;
• To help make farming a noble and profitable 		
endeavor;
• To assist farmers in keeping abreast with the latest 		
technology for maximum yield.
Vision
UNIVERSAL HARVESTER, INCORPORATED devotes
its human and technological resources to the recovery
and development of Philippine agriculture as it partners
with its primary consumer, the farmers.
It is our commitment to help make the Philippines
emerge as a major player in the field of agriculture in
the world market.
UHI is a PEZA-registered Ecozone Export
Enterprise
UHI plants are situated in PEZA (Philippine Economic
Zone Authority) Special Economic Zones, locations
that are supported by the government by providing
a conducive industrial site for companies that offer
globally competitive products.
UHI is also ISO-certified
In its commitment to offer products of the highest quality,
UHI’s Quality Management System has been established
and certified on December 29, 2006 by SGS Philippines,
Inc. (ISO 9001:2000) with Certificate No. PH06/0098.
In September 30, 2010, Universal Harvester, Inc. was
certified by TUV/SUD Philippines, Inc. (ISO 9001:2008)
with Certificate No. TUV 100 05 1624.
Affiliates
UHI has a number of associate companies that
work together to be able to deliver quality , globally
competitive products and services.

About TOFARM
The Search and Award for “The Outstanding Farmers
of the Philippines” is a program of the Junior Chamber
International Philippines (JCIP) and the Universal
Harvester, Incorporated. JCI Philippines is the same
highly respected organization that brought “The
Outstanding Young Men of the Philippines (TOYM)”
and “The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL)”
The search and award for farmers is an initiative since
the early 70’s, led by the Philippine Jaycees (now
JCI Philippines). An award program in recognition of
the resiliency, ingenuity, and the strength of our hard
working Filipino farmers. The program is anchored in
promoting farming in the youth sector in all regions.
The search will be inclusive and participative,
expanding from public to private sector stakeholders
in agriculture, fisheries and livestocks. This project is
open to all Filipino farmers, fisherfolk, animal raisers,
cooperatives, farm communities, organizations,
education/academe, agriculture scientist, LGUs and
public employees, and business entities in both rural
and urban areas/centers.
Our goal:
Foster steady increase of youth venturing in the
agriculture sector, invigorating investment and
scientific advancement to achieve sustainable food
supply.
Objectives of the Program:
1. Institutionalize the initiative for the search
and award;
2. Achieve private and public sector participation
in the annual search and award, and establish a
much wider scope and reach;
3. Safeguard the interest and welfare of the
agriculture sector;
4. Promote farming as a noble and profitable
endeavor;
5. Promote the agriculture sector best practices,
techniques and technology;
6. Raise funds to support capacity building and
laboratory facility for the farmers;
7. Establish relevant impact of the project
through advocacy and support to i) food supply
conservation, ii) patronage in Filipino produce;
8. Recognize the outstanding individuals and groups
in the field of agriculture from the various sectors
in the country.
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Dr. Luis Velasco has more than 30 years of
engagement in agriculture development through
education, research extension and institutional
development in the Philippines and also in several
countries in Southeast Asia. He is a former Chancellor
at UP Los Baños, a former dean at the College of
Agriculture and a Professor of Agriculture Entomology.
He is the Chair for the Technical Panel for Agriculture
Education at the Commission on Higher Education
(CHE), a Senior Consultant for the Bureau of
Agriculture Research (DAR) and a Senior Fellow on
Institutional Development at the Southeast Asian
Regional Center for Agriculture and Graduate Studies.

Dr. Luis Rey I. Velasco
Vice Chairman of the Board

Judy Frances Aquino-See

Judy Frances Aquino-See graduated Mathematics
from the University of the Philippines-Diliman and
finished Masters of Applied Mathematics. She
worked for the Social Security System for 25 years in
actuarial research, program management, corporate
planning and economic research, international affairs
and eventually became the youngest Senior Vice
President of SSS. She currently heads the new
Account Management Group (AMG) and manages
SSS’ international operations.

Romulo G. Davide

Romulo G. Davide graduated Agriculture from the
University of the Philippines-Los Baños, finished an
MD in Nematology from Oklahoma State Unversity,
and a PhD in Nematology and Plantl Pathology from
North Carolina State University. Davide devoted
himself to a 16-year study that produced the
first biological control product that prevents parasitic
attacks. He is a recipient of national as well as
international awards in agriculture.
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Dr. Jaime Aristotle B. Alip obtained his bachelor
and master’s degree in Agricultural Economics
from the University of the Philippines-Los
Baños and his Ph.D. from the Southeast Asia
Interdisciplinary Development Institute Philippines.
He received a Ramon Magsaysay Award for
founding the Center for Agriculture and Rural
Development Mutually Reinforcing Institutions
(CARD MRI) and The Department of Agrarian
Reform Secretary’s Award for his contributions in
the agrarian reform program.

Eufemio T. Rasco, Jr., Ph.D

Dr. Eufemio T. Rasco is the Executive Director
of the Philippine Rice Research Institute and is
a professor in the University of the PhilippineMindanao. Dr. Rasco is renowned for his works
on commercial varieties of hybrid vegetables and
for pioneering the research on neglected plant
species. He authored international publications
on Vegetable Production and The Unfolding of
Gene Revolution and received awards such as
Outstanding Book Awards and Outstanding
Scientist and Civil Service Award.

Flosie F. Fanlo-Tayag

Atty. Flosie F. Fanlo-Tayag graduated Bachelor of
Laws from the University of Sto. Tomas and is a
member of the BAR. She has more than twenty
years of leadership and managerial experience
at the Bureau of Local Government Finance and
was the lead focal person in the engagement
with the Philippines-Australia Human Resource
Development Facility (PAHRDF). She was
conferred the Career Executive Service Eligibility
(CESE) and was appointed as a Career Executive
Service Officer Rank IV by President Benigno
Aquino.

William Bill Brush

William Bill Brush is a California Licensed Pest
Control Adviser. He completed his Bachelor of
Science in 1973 at University of California, Davis.
He has 40 years of farming experience in his
780 acres farm and provided crop consultancy
and conducted seminars on soil fertility, water
management, crop health, and sustainable
agricultural practices across USA (California,
Arizona, Oregon and Idaho).
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Mr. Gary Dunn graduated from the California Polytechnic
State University in San Luis Opispo, CA with a degree
BS Environmental Engineering. He has over 37 years of
experience in industrial refrigeration and for 31 years he
has been the President and owner of Process Cooling
Corporation (APCCO) – which specializes in refrigeration
and cold storage of fresh produce, fresh fruit, processed
foods and beverages. Mr. Dunn is also affiliated with
the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE),
Refrigeration Engineers and Technicians Association
(RETA), International Institute of Ammonia Refrigeration
(IIAR) and the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration
and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).

Gary Dunn

He is the fourth president of Angeles University
Foundation. He finished law at the University of the
Philippines and completed his Master of Laws at the New
York University (NYU) School of Law. While at NYU, he
worked closely with renowned New York law professors
and passed the New York Bar Exams. Currently, he
is pursuing a Ph.D. in Business Administration at the
University of the Philippines, Diliman.

Atty. Joseph Emmanuel L. Angeles

Sonia Santiago-Olivares

Sonia Santiago-Olivares heads Olivares & Associates,
a full service Interior Design and Consulting firm. Her
expertise and reputation are acknowledged locally
and internationally. She has received various awards
from international award giving bodies in her field,
like the Commanderie de Bordeaux (Manila Chapter),
the International Association of Lighting Designers of
New York and local bodies like the Philippine Retailers
Association, the Philippine Institute of Interior Design
and Rotary International. An educator and consultant of
government offices and private corporations, she is also
a strong advocate of organic farming.

Marcus Luis. T. Quintos

Marcus Luis T. Quintos finished his bachelor’s and
Doctorate degree in Agriculture in the University of the
Philippines-Los Baños and pursued further studies on
business administration and economics. Quintos has
extensive experience and educational background in
international operations. He has held key leadership
positions for many agribusiness and agro-industrial
corporations and became the President and CEO of
Northern Foods Corporation for five years.
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Preliminary Judges

Erlinda I. Dizon
Erlinda I. Dizon is a professor in the Institute of Food Science and Technology in the University of
the Philippines-Los Baños. She acquired her PhD in Applied Microbiology from Tokyo University of
Agriculture. She authored international scientific publications and is currently the Director of the Food
Science Cluster. She continues to seek advancement in mechanized technology of processing the
Philippines’ food products for global competitiveness.

Manuel Paolo J. Laurena
Manuel Paolo J. Laurena graduated Information Systems Management from Asia Pacific College and
finished his Masters of Science in Entrepreneurship at the De La Salle University. He has A WEALTH of
experience in business as director and general manager of an agro corporation and two communication
technology companies. Laurena also has five Junior Chamber International awards from 2008 to 2011
and served as its President in 2009.

Rev. Fr. Ernesto “Dohn” L. Corre, Jr.
Rev. Fr. Ernesto L. Corre Jr. is the Parish Priest of St. Philip the Apostle in San Felipe, Basud, Camarines
Norte. He completed his graduate studies on Bachelor of Sacred Theology at the Holy Rosary Major
Seminary Naga City. He is the Chairman of the Commission on Social Communication and Mass Media
and the bishop spokesperson of St. John the Baptist in the Diocese of Daet. He became JCI Regional
Vice- President Bicol Region in 2011.

Maximo Alexis “Beep” Tan
Beep Tan was National Training Director and National Vice President of North Luzon for Junior Chamber
International Philippines. Tan is currently a proprietor of Kuya Max Restaurant in Dagupan City. In 2004,
he was awarded the Most Outstanding Chapter President in Penang, Malaysia.

Christian Ian M. Chan
Ian M. Chan has 19 years of accumulated working experience in various fields, from broadcast media,
banking, finance and sales. He is currently the Wealth Portfolio Manager at Philam life’s Premiere
Agency Department. He was awarded as Most-Outstanding Current Member for JCI Cagayan de Oro
and has been a consistent volunteer judge in the JCI Areacon and National Convention Awards.

Michelangelo “Mike” T. Du
Mike Du graduated BS Industrial Engineering from the University of the Philippines-Diliman. He is a
former EVP for Junior Chamber Cagayan de Oro in 2011 and has been involved in various companies
such as GV Du and Sons Commercial Inc., and currently part-owner of Betafoam, Sagrex, Sagrexfoods,
Polycell Philippines, and CAPICOR. Du is also an officer for the Rotary Club of West Cagayan de Oro.

Guerrero Gustavo G. Adaza II
Mr. Guerrero Adaza graduated from Xavier University with a degree in Economics and took up law in the
same school. Adaza has been working for the local government of Cagayan de Oro. He was a corporate
secretary for Philfund Financial for ten years and the LO President for JCI Cagayan De Oro in 2011 and
in 2012, he also served as JCI’s Deputy Regional Vice President for Northern and Central Mindanao.

Sylvia Arañador de la Cruz
Sylvia de la Cruz graduated BBS Inland Fisheries from the University of the Philippines-Visayas and
finished her Masters in Public Administration in Capiz State University. She has served in the Office of
the Provincial Agriculturist of Capiz from 1989 up to the present as an aquaculturist and agriculturist,
and in 2006 won The Outstanding Provincial Agriculturist for Region VI award from the Department of
Agriculture.

Ma. Florizelda A. Enriquez
Ms. Ma. Floerizelda Enriquez started her career in government with the Metro Manila Development
Authourity as a computer programmer. She then moved to the Bureau of Local Government Finance
where she has been working for more than 20 years. She now heads the Management information and
Data Systems Division of the bureau.

Emi Rose Parcon
Emi Rose Parcon graduated Business Management from the University of the Philippines. She has
extensive experience in web marketing strategies having served as a supervisor for online marketing,
selling, managing human resource and finance functions. In 2010, Parcon received the award for The
Most Outstanding President in Asia Pacific. She is currently the General Manager of Our Virtual Society,
a consulting firm for business strategy development.

Josel Antonio. N. Gaston
Mr. Josel Gasto graduated Automotive Technology from Don Bosco Technical Institute. He also finished
AB Psychology from the De La Salle University. Gaston was the chairman for the Outstanding Young
Men Awards for 2011. Currently, he is a Financial Advisor for AXA Philippines, a managing director
for the J&R Printing Company, and teaches at the Veritas Parochial School and is part of their Social
Studies and History Department.

Merle Carriaga
Merle Carriaga graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Engineering from the
Central Luzon State University and finished her master’s degree in Development Management from
Pangasinan State University. She served as an Agriculturist at the National Tobacco Administration and
is currently the Provincial Agribusiness Coordinator at the Provincial Agriculture Office in Sta. Barbara
Pangasinan.

Engr. Lear R. San Buenaventura
Engr. Lear San Buenaventura graduated Mechanical Engineering from the University of Nueva
Caceres, Naga City. He became the Vice President for Programs, Development and Operations, the
National Executive Director, and National Treasurer for JCI. Buenaventura received various awards as
Outstanding Chapter President from the Metro Manila Area Conference Awards. He was also awarded
the “Lifetime JCI Membership Award”.

Sen. Rodelito “Rodel” Estabillo Sabado
Rodelito Estabillo Sabado is a licensed Agriculturist. He has a Masters degree in Agronomy and
completed Bachelor of Law. He was the President of the Local Organization of JCI Naguilan then
became Regional Vice President for Ilocandia Region. He is currently an Agricultural Technologist and a
Legal Assistant in the Office of the Mayor in Naguilian, La Union.

Jesus Diokno
Jess Diokno graduated from Don Severino Agricultural College in Indang, Cavite with a major in Animal
Husbandry. He also took up a Master’s in Agronomy at Gregorio Araneta University Foundation. He
works for the Unlad Rural Bank of Noveleta in Cavite. Jess Diokno is a man who is willing to help others
and offer his advice to those who need it.
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The 2012 TOFARM Awardees

Fisherfolk (Fish Culture)

FARMER

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT

FAMILY FARMER

FERDINAND B. MARI

MAMERTO B. RARANGOL

PROVNCIAL GOVERNMENT
OF PANGASINAN

LILIA B. PELAYO AND FAMILY
(San Pedro, Laguna)

Engr. Ferdinand B. Mari of Magsaysay, Alicia, Isabela is a true example of
an accomplished farmer-entrepreneur. A civil engineer by profession he
has many opportunities to earn a living abroad but hechose to stay and
cultivate the family property.

Engr. Mamerto B. Rarangol of San Mateo, Isabela is a dedicated family man who
strives to provide the best care for his two children especially his only son Christian,
who is a special child. He was a dedicated employee of the National Irrigation
Administration for 20 years until he decided to leave because of management and
financial crisis. Without a regular paying job and a family to support, Engr. Raranggol
ventured into farming. It proved to be the best decision he has ever made as he has
been earning more as a farmer and adequately provide the needs of his family.

The Province of Pangasinan has always been proud of its rivers and fish
products. Pangasinan is the country’s premiere producer of “bangus” or
milkfish. However, flooding due to siltation, erosion, manmade pollution and
constricted water ways has threatened to destroy the natural rivers and the
livelihood of the Pangasinenses.

Gold in Grass Corporation of San Pedro Laguna is a family
corporation that re-invigorated local lemongrass oil production in
Sariaya, Quezon. The corporation experienced several failures that
took a toll on the family fund, but instead of giving up, the Pelayo
family persistently tried several methods and consulted agriculture
experts until finally, they succeeded in finding the perfect
prototype distillation system for theirlemongrass oil production.
The winning prototype uses a unique cultivation and distillation
processes that converts lemongrass and citronella into oil while
the nutritional benefits of these native plants are retained. Their
product has become a much sought after raw material due to its
potential medicinal benefits.

It was in 1999 when Engineer Mari decided to venture into full scale
agricultural and fish farming. He devised a nourishment regimen that
improved fishes’ health condition and helped them adapt to climate
change. He also alternated duckweeds as feed supplement in order to
maximize the utilization of natural foods for fish growth. He continues
to apply innovations in his fish farm, like using GET Excel Tilapia for
stocking to maximize breathing space. This process allows fishes to
grow out ponds in 2.2 hectares within a 13 compartment.
As a nature lover, engineer Mari believes that using available raw
materials helps the environment and leads to more profit. Thus, he
created his own organic fertilizer by transforming excess produce of
fruits, snails, and plants into fermented plant juice, Fish Amino Acid
(FAA), snail (kuhol) amino acid (KAA) and the like. The application of his
naturally made fertilizers resulted to reduce in cost, improvement of
pond condition and better-tasting fish.
His 2.2 hectares fish farm now produces about 7.5-10 MT/ha/cropping.
This production output is significantly higher than the regional average.
This makes his farm a major contributor to the fish production in Region 2.

Engr. Raranggol believes that success in farming lies in the proper application of
fertilizer and knowing the specifics of the soil in the field. He had his soil analyzed
in a laboratory in order to know the exact type of fertilizer recommended for his
farm. Then formulated a scheme wherein he measures the farm and computes the
required fertilizer per area. Next, he weighs the fertilizer as required per hectare
and labels each sack to guide his helpers where to apply the fertilizers.This process
ensured the even distribution of fertilizer resulting equal accumulation of nutrients
by the crops. He also makes sure that the land is thoroughly prepared for planting by
using mechanical equipment and ensures that the fields are leveled.
Engineer Raranggol’s scientific farming techniques proved to be a big success since
he has the biggest production of rice in Cagayan Valley averaging up to 200 cavans
per hectar per cropping. His rice market stretches from Isabela, Manila and even in
Calabarzon area.
He believes that every farmer has the responsibility to take care of the soil which
is the foundation of their livelihood. That is why he is an advocate of intercropping
and he plants mung beans after the rice season to rejuvenate the soil after being
bombarded by fertilizer This process is also called green manuring.

This has prompted the present provincial administration led by Governor
Amado T. Espino, Jr. to solve the alarming situation.In 2009, the Pangasinan
local government unit in collaboration with business, civic and religious sectors
initiated a clean-up drive to save the rivers. The project is called the “Ilog Ko
Bilayen Tan Aroen Ko” (Ilog ko, Bubuhayin at Mamahalin ko). A massive river
clean-up drive was launched to dismantle fishing structures and to dredge
rivers and tributaries.

Gold in Grass Corporation is led by Bienvenido R. Baligod as
president while his sibling Jose R. Baligod is the vice president
in charge of administration. Lilia Baligod Pelayo is vice president
in charge of finance and marketing. Their spouses and qualified
siblings are also members of the board.

The project had a continuity plan for the clean-up. Trees were planted along
upland areas and mangrove areas were reforested. Livelihood assistance
was provided to affected marginal fisher folk who were also educated on
environmental care. Regular monitoring of waterways was conducted.
The unity and persistent efforts of the Pangasinenses led to the success
of “Ilog Ko, Bilayen Tan Aroen Ko”project and achieved a balance between
protection of resources and sustainable development. Truly an admirable
agricultural project by a local government unit.

A family that farms together thrives together. Indeed Gold in
Grass Corporation has uplifted the quality of life of the BaligodPelayo family and their farming communities while enforcing
environmentally sustainable methods for growing the lemongrass
and promoting local commerce of their products.

Engr. Raranggol generously shares his knowledge and best practices with his fellow
farmers as he speaks in various agricultural seminars and before farming groups.
He is passionate about letting other farmers see how profitable farming can be.
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AGRI-INNOVATOR

BIENVENIDO BALIGOD
Bienvenido Baligod was nearing retirement from his overseas job in Kuwaitas a
drilling rig electrician when he and his siblings talked about what they could do
back in the Philippines when he returns from his job abroad.
It was in an agricultural magazine where the Baligods read about the low state
of the essential oils industry in the Philippines. Back then it was at a low point
were essential oil production was not of export quality and the industry was at
a stagnant state, at best.
They did not know anything about essential oils then, but they saw a niche and
an opening to create a better model for the production of essential oils in the
country. It was their goal from the onset to produce the best quality oil through
efficient production methods that can deliver export quality essential oils.
In order for them to be able to come up with export quality products, they knew
they had to use a dry distillation system. It was uncharted territory back then
for people to use a new technology that had not been tried yet. But Bienvenido
took on the challenge and became a one-man design team that came up with
his own prototype for a dry steam distillation system. After countless hours of
research and development, his prototype was able to produce quality oils that
were golden in color. It was there where the name of their corporation “Gold in
Grass” came from.
In March 2003, Bienvenido Baligod retired from his overseas career. By then
his dry distillation system prototype was already fully operational patented by
the Intellectual Property Office (IPO).With hisinnovation Gold in Grass is now
able to deliver quality oil products that were not available when they were
planning to get into the essential oils industry.
Their business is now nurtured by his sister and fellow 2012 TOFARM awardee
Lilia Pelayo who is also heavily involved in the management of their lucrative
“baby” the Gold in Grass Corporation.
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AGRI-INITIATIVE

AGRI-COOPERATIVE

AGRI-ENTREPRENEUR

The Don Bosco Agro Mechanical Technology Center is an agricultural
technical vocational school managed by the Salesians Society of St.
John’s Bosco.

The LABO Progressive Multi-Purpose Cooperative started as a “paluwagan”
organized in September 11, 1987 by Mrs. Nelly C. Jariel, with 15 initial
incorporators and a lending capital of only Php 5,000. The members of the
group were market vendors and farmers who sold their produce during
market days in the Labo Public Market.

A true blooded Abacalero, raised by parents who were also Abacaleros, Mary
Mediatrix Vallejo Villanueva made a living out of making quality designer abaca
products that are exported to almost 30 countries worldwide. Along with her
husband Sheldon, who does the designs, while she handles the business side of
things, Mary Mediatrix established the Shelmed Cottage Treasures, and abaca
products company almost 40 years ago. It was country’s youngest abaca exporter.

DON BOSCO AGRO MECHANICAL
TECHNOLOGY CENTER

The Center developed an Agriculture Skills and Training Program for
Poverty Alleviation for the Bicol Region. In developing the program,
feasibility study conducted by the University of Bicol was done to assess
the viability of the program for the region. The results of the study
showed that -- Bicol is a region rich with natural resources -- from arable
agricultural lands to marine resources but despite its abundance the
region is dealing with various socio-economic problems that include a high
incidence of poverty, especially in the rural areas.
Based on the study Don Bosco Agro Mechanical Technology Center
developed a program that aims to improve the socio-economic condition of
rural Bicol farmers. Farmers were equipped with the knowhow to run and
manage an agricultural business and taught the necessary skills to operate
and to maintain modern agricultural machines.
Its Agriculture Skills Program taught by Don Bosco is based on two
major thrusts: To improve agricultural productivity through the adoption
of appropriate agricultural technology; and to contribute in inspiring the
efficiency of farm activities through mechanization of agriculture. (Agribusiness and Agro Mechanics)
Don Bosco’s Agribusiness program focuses on upland farm technologies
and entrepreneurship while the Agro Mechanics specializes in the
maintenance and operation of farm machineries. The worthwhile initiative
has resulted in the progress and advancement of their local community.
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LABO Progressive Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (LPMPC)

MARY MEDIATRIX V. VILLANUEVA

On January 25, 1990, the Paluwaganwas converted into a cooperative
through the initiative of the Department of Agriculture and was registered
with the Bureau of Agricultural Cooperative Development. From a lending
operation the coop also extended its services by offering savings deposit
and putting up a consumer store for their growing members.
It was in 2001 when Mrs. Nelly C. Jariel retired from the cooperative she
started at the age of 73 and was replaced by the coop Project Development
Officer, Mr. Mario M. Esposo.
In 2002, the cooperative started diversifying into Agri Business. It
engaged in Cassava Production and Processing, Seed Corn Production
and Coconut Seedling Production. At present, the cooperative focuses
on Pineapple Production and By-Product Utilization and Virgin Coconut
Oil Production. In 2006, it expanded its relending services by providing
loans for SME’s, Agricultural Loans for farmers and fisherfolk, salary
loans for prvate and public employess and microfinance programs for
entrepreneurial poor. The cooperative now offers scholarships for its
members and their families as well as health and educational loans and
Life and Non-life insurance to members.
Until today LABO Progressive Multi-Purpose Cooperative continues to
strengthenits ties with various government agencies and social organizations to
sustain their existing projects. It has truly provided responsive financial and nonfinancial services for the holistic upliftment of the people of Camarines Norte.
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Shelmed Cottage Treasures makes products that range from placemats to rugs,
dinette accessories, pouches, baskets, storage bins, fabrics, hats, flowers and
even gift and packaging materials. In 2006, Shelmed Cottage Treasures suffered
a setback when Typhoon Reming hit the Bicol region and damaged some of
their warehouses their inventory took a big hit. But with their strong drive and
perseverance the Villanuevas fought on and have made a steady recovery since.
Now nearing its Ruby anniversary,
Shelmed Cottage Treasures has remained uncompromising in its pursuit of
product quality and innovation. But the Villanuevas also care for their whole
industry and community. Mary Mediatrix also strongly advocates for fellow
abacalerosand works with government agencies to rejuvenate and develop the
abaca industry in the country. Offering her time and her knowledge for industry
consultations, skills training, extension services, credit, abaca nurseries, pricing,
transport and other abaca industry related skills and knowledge, she also avidly
promotes the use of abaca as a natural fiber for eco-friendly products.
Social Responsibility is one of her company’s core values. She is a strong believer
in giving back to the community, the company is very much involved in various
charitable causes. Among theirprojects are student scholarships and faculty
incentives for Don Bosco Agro Mechanical and Technology, skills training for
persons with disabilities, development of abaca plantations for indigenous people
in their ancestral domain and free housing for some of their employees.
Her business success and service to the community has earned her the
reconition of award giving bodies. Shelmed Cottage Treasures won a KATHA
award for product design by the Center for International Trade and Exhibition
Mission (CITEM). In 2010, Mary Mediatrix was awarded the GawadGeny Lopez Jr.
Bayaning Pilipino award and also on the same year, she won the Most Inspiring
Bicolano award.
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YOUNG FARMER

URBAN/CITY FARMER

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

Remigio T. Villamayor Jr. is the fourth child among seven siblings.
When his father died, he was only 16 years old, SO Remigio, known as
“Buchok”, stopped his schooling and took over the farm work so he could
provide for his family and send his siblings to school.

Rogelio N. Sulad did not realize that his attendance in a half-day seminar
would be life-changing for him and his community. The seminar, which
is about container gardening, taught Mang Rogelio how to make organic
fertilizer using biodegradable wastes. That seminar had a profound effect
on him and his environment – the congested section of the sprawling city
of Mandaue. Urban limitations did not thwart Mang Rogelio’s enthusiasm
and commitment to his agricultural pursuits.

By producing organic fertilizers using local materials from their farm,
Felomina H. Janiva introduced integrated Pest Management using
indigenous materials from their locality. With her husband’s help, Aling
“Menang” itaught integrated farming strategies to other members of their
community.

Remigio T. Villamayor Jr. (Calamba, Laguna)

Rogelio N. Sulad (Mandaue City)

Buchok inherited three hectares of land from his father, but has leased
three more to make his total cultivated land to six hectares. Not one to
just stand still, he bought tractors and motorcycles and raised livestock
such as cows, carabaos, and broiler chickens for the farm. He never
forgets to regularly inspect the soil and create his own organic fertilizers and insecticides to lessen the cost and health risks from chemicalbased solutions.

With the support of his seminar teachers, Mang Rogelio started
gathering recyclable materials such as empty plastic containers of
mineral water, gallons of paint, and cement bags. These would-be trash
and drainage spoilers Mang Rogelio turned into vessels for a hanging
garden within his house.

As the president of the 4H Club in Calamba and Auditor for Province of
the Laguna province, Buchok, only 29, actively helps to provide education
and livelihood programs for the organization which focuses on out-ofschool youths.

His unique gardening methods became a means to for Mang Rogelio’s
family to defray kitchen-related expenses because they had fresh free
food. His hanging garden did not only provide his household with fresh
vegetables but also additional income just within their reach. Their
neighbors would come to buy backyard-grown fresh picks sold at a
lower price.

Buchok regularly attends various training seminars on agriculture. One of
the most notable programs he has participated in was a grant from The
National Agricultural and Fishery Council where he was sent to Japan for
the Foreign Young Farmer Leader’s Training Program. Buchok is also a
frequent recipient of the Gawad Saka Award Outstanding Farmer award
in provincial, regional, and city levels.

His methods inspired other members of his community to build their own
‘green backyard’ and Mang Rogelio became the go-to person when it
comes to successfully growing vegetables in recycled containers. Mang
Rogelio received an award for Container Gardening during a Nutrition
Month celebration.

With all the honors he has received, Buchok is definitely a proof that
agriculture is a profitable venture and an exciting venture for the youth.
He continues to pursue excellence and best practices to provide for his
family and community.

Currently, Mang Rogelio is experimenting on the effectiveness of using
weaved plastic straps and other non-biodegradable materials to further
enhance “container gardening”.
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Recognizing the members of the Preliminary Judging
Panel from the ranks of JCI, and agricultural sector.

Felomina H. Janiva (Narra, Palawan)

Since her youth, Aling Menang was strongly determined to overcome
poverty. Despite reaching only first year high school, she involved herself in
community activities and dtook advantage of opportunities presented to her.
From being a tenant on 5.7 hectares of land, she was able to acquire the
land on installment basis and even increased the area to 10 hectares.
A mother of seven children, Aling Menang had always kept a can-do spirit
and raisedraised her children to care deeply for their community. She is
now an expert in integrated farmiing and duck raising, and is a sought after
speaker by the Department of Agriculture on the topic. The knowledge she
shares has encouraged farmers to adopt
new technologies while she has become a wholesaler and supplier of
ducks and duck byproducts for the nearby municipalities of Palawan. In
2006, Aling Menang received the Model Farmer in Integrated Farming
System Award by the Office of the Municipal Mayor, while in 2008, Aling
Menang was chosen as the Magsasakang Siyentista ng Narra by PCARRD/
STARRDEC in partnership with Western Philippines University (WPU).
Aling Menang continues to educate herself via seminars and occasionally
joins cross-visits within and outside Palawan. She is the treasurer of an
irrigators association in Malinao, Palawan and an active member of the local
Rural Improvement Club (RIC).
Aling Menang considers it an honor to be part of the advancement of
agriculture and information technology. A vibrant mother and housewife,
Aling Menang is truly a well-rounded model farmer and worth People’s
Choice awardee.
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Sen. Kiko Pangilinan, Committee Chairman on Agriculture
and Food gracing the awards ceremony.

The TOFARM board of judges together with Mrs. How and
JCI National President Ivan Ruste.
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